- PART 11
COVID
CRISIS MANAGEMENT19
AND DISASTER RESPONSE CENTRE OF
EXCELLENCE
34a, Totleben Blvd, 1606 Sofia, Bulgaria

COVID-19
PART 30/2021
(27 JAN - 10 FEB 2021)
This report represents a summary of open source information, accumulated
between 27 JAN and 10 FEB 2021, and was assembled 12 FEB 2021. All views
and opinions expressed are solely those of the author, unless otherwise stated
and do not necessarily represent the official position of the CMDR COE or any
government and non- government organization or other group. The author does
not bear responsibility for incomplete or incorrect facts cited or referred to herein.
The majority of reference materials include official documents published by the
World Health Organization, governmental pages, and online statistical
databases.

1|Page

COVID 19 – PART 30/21

TABLE OF CONTENTS
OVERAL SITUATION ON THE WORLD ............................................................................................................ 3
MONITORING .................................................................................................................................................................. 4
1.

BRAZIL .......................................................................................................................................... 4

2.

FINLAND ....................................................................................................................................... 5

3.

FRANCE ........................................................................................................................................ 6

4.

GERMANY .................................................................................................................................... 7

5.

HUNGARY..................................................................................................................................... 9

6.

ISRAEL ........................................................................................................................................ 10

7.

MEXICO ...................................................................................................................................... 12

8.

NORWAY .................................................................................................................................... 13

9.

POLAND ..................................................................................................................................... 14

10. PORTUGAL ................................................................................................................................. 16
11. RUSSIA ....................................................................................................................................... 17
12. SPAIN ......................................................................................................................................... 18
13. USA ............................................................................................................................................ 19
14. Status of COVID-19 vaccination among NATO countries. ......................................................... 22
CONCLUSIONS ........................................................................................................................................................... 25

2|Page

COVID 19 – PART 30/21
OVERAL SITUATION ON THE WORLD
COVID-19 cases are close to 107-million mark globally during last two weeks, with USA,
India, Brazil, Russia and UK still occupying top five worst affected countries on the world
respectively. Number of deaths is close to 2,35 million with USA, Brazil, Mexico, India, and UK
among top five countries on the world.

In the past weeks, the African Region reported over 84 800 cases and just over 3200
deaths, a 22% decrease in cases and a 30% decrease in deaths respectively compared to the
previous weeks. This is the third consecutive week the region reported decreases in both new
cases and deaths. The highest numbers of new cases were reported in South Africa (24 464
new cases; 41.2 new cases per 100 000 population; a 45% decrease), Nigeria (8685 new
cases; 4.2 new cases per 100 000; a 13% decrease) and Zambia (8075 new cases; 43.9 new
cases per 100 000; an 8% decrease).
Over 1.5 million new cases and over 45 000 new deaths were reported in the Region of
the Americas this week, a decrease of 17% in cases and a decrease of 4% in deaths
compared to the previous weeks. The highest numbers of new cases were reported from the
United States of America (871 365 new cases; 263.3 new cases per 100 000 population; a
19% decrease), Brazil (328 652 new cases; 154.6 new cases per 100 000; a 10% decrease)
and Mexico (70 978 new cases; 55.1 new cases per 100 000; a 35% decrease).
In the past weeks, the Eastern Mediterranean Region reported over 158 600 new cases,
a decrease of 2% compared to last week. The region reported 2761 new deaths, a 16%
decrease. The three countries reporting the highest numbers of new cases continue to be the
Islamic Republic of Iran (47 639 new cases, 56.7 new cases per 100 000 population, a 7%
increase), United Arab Emirates (22 741 new cases, 229.9 new cases per 100 000, 13%
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decrease) and Lebanon (18 923 new cases, 277.2 new cases per 100 000, a 15% decrease).
The European Region reported over 1.1 million new cases and over 33 000 new deaths,
a decrease of 19% and 13% respectively when compared to the previous weeks. The three
countries reporting the highest numbers of new cases were France (136 154 new cases; 208.6
new cases per 100 000, a 3% decrease), the United Kingdom (133 747 new cases, 197 new
cases per 100 000, a 25% decrease), and the Russian Federation (116 842 new cases, 80.1
new cases per 100 000, an 11% decrease).
In the past week, the South-East Asia Region reported over 177 000 new cases, a
decrease of 12% compared to last weeks. The region reported 2560 new deaths, a 21%
decrease. The three countries reporting the highest numbers of new cases and new deaths
were Indonesia (80 697 new cases; 29.5 new cases per 100 000; a 9% decrease), India (80
180 new cases; 5.8 new cases per 100 000, a 12% decrease), and Sri Lanka (5283 new cases;
24.7 new cases per 100 000; a 7% decrease).
The Western Pacific Region reported over 61 700 new cases the past week, a 14%
decrease compared to the previous weeks. The region reported 1297 new deaths, a 1%
increase. The three countries reporting the highest numbers of new cases in the region this
week were Malaysia (29 060 new cases; 89.8 new cases per 100 000, a 0.5% decrease),
Japan (16 693 new cases; 13.2 new cases per 100 000, a 36% decrease), and the Philippines
(12 005 new cases; 11 new cases per 100 000, a 1.4% increase).

MONITORING
1. BRAZIL
More than 9.5 million Brazilians have been infected by the virus and 230,000 have died.

In Manaus, the capital of Amazonas state with 2.1 million inhabitants, more than 5,500 have
died, or 261 per 100,000, the highest rate in Brazil, according to Health Ministry data. Carissa
Etienne, director of the Pan American Health Organization, said last Wednesday that the city
was still seeing exponential increases in both cases and deaths.
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Researchers say the aggressive surge in Manaus is largely due to a new variant of the virus
discovered there, called P1, which has quickly become the dominant variant, leading scientists
to believe it is more contagious. Genome sequencing indicates that 91% of new COVID-19
cases in January in Amazonas state involved the new variant. That is up from 51% of cases
sequenced in December and none in November. The variant was first detected early last month
on four travelers who arrived in Japan coming from the Amazon. Scientists have not yet
determined whether P1, derived from the B.1.1.28 lineage of SARS-CoV-2, is more lethal than
earlier variants. P1 clearly spreads faster, although cases also increased due to less social
distancing over the holiday season.
Meanwhile a first shipment of 88 liters of active ingredients to make AstraZeneca’s COVID-19
vaccine in Brazil arrived from China on Saturday, essential input to speed the country’s troubled
vaccination program. With those supplies flown into Rio de Janeiro on a cargo plane, the Fiocruz
biomedical center can begin filling and finishing 2.8 million doses. The federally funded center
expects to receive more ingredients this month to make a total of 15 million shots of the vaccine
developed with Oxford University. The AstraZeneca Plc vaccine is the central pillar of Brazil’s
national inoculation program and the federal government has ordered material for Fiocruz to
make up to 100 million shots.
Sources:
1. https://www.france24.com/en/americas/20210204-brazil-rushes-covid-19-vaccines-toamazon-region-as-cases-continue-to-surge19+deaths+&FORM=EWRE
2. FINLAND
The booking system is a preparation for mass vaccination in the area and gives priority to
the elderly. Mass vaccination for residents of Helsinki aged 85 and over as well as carers living
with them, vaccinations will also begin.
Mass vaccinations in Finland are to rely on the AstraZeneca vaccine and Finland would
need five to seven million doses by the summer. Vaccinations are free of charge to all residents
in Finland, but not compulsory.
As the world is struggling to contain the pandemic, vaccination is underway in some
countries with the already-authorized coronavirus vaccines.
A vaccine certificate, or 'passport', could make it easier to travel within the EU if more
countries adopt the system for coronavirus vaccination certificate so-called vaccine 'passports'.
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The introduction of a vaccine certificate system would require a government decree, which is
currently being drafted by the ministry. Finland’s Nordic neighbours Denmark and Sweden both
said they were planning to introduce vaccine passports.
Greece was the first EU member state to seek vaccine certificates for tourism. The country
wants to avoid introducing a mandatory coronavirus test at the border if passengers have
already been vaccinated and can provide proof.
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Sourses:
1. Mass vaccination starts in Finnish capital for people aged 85 and above - Xinhua |
English.news.cn (xinhuanet.com)
2. Finland planning to introduce coronavirus vaccine certificate | Yle Uutiset | yle.fi
3. FRANCE
As of 5 January 2021 the infected people in France has reached 2 659 750, 65 415 died
and 196 037 have recovered.
In week 52 (December 21-27, 2020), SARS-CoV-2 circulation continued at a high level. In the
context of the end of the year celebrations, this situation remains very worrying and calls for the
greatest vigilance, given a possible epidemic outbreak in the coming weeks.
During week 52, the number of tests continued to increase and 11,780 confirmed cases were
reported on average every day in France. On the first four days of the week, the average number
of cases was 17,348 per day and 4356 over the last three days. Of these confirmed cases, more
than half were symptom-free.
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The epidemic is progressing and the situation could worsen after the end of the year holidays,
the start of the school year, the new variants of the virus and the very low temperatures. The
effect of the end of the year holidays with family reunification, will be known during the next
week.
Despite fears of worsening of the situation, the Monday's return to school is not postponed but
the health protocol will continue to apply. To contain the number of contaminations in the most
affected regions: Grand Est, Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes, Bourgogne-France-Comté and the AlpesMaritimes, the curfew has been brought forward to 6 p.m. since Saturday January 2 for 15
departments. If the situation deteriorate further in certain territories, the authorities will take the
necessary decisions of reconfinement. The vaccination campaign in France began Sunday,
December 27. It primarily concerns the elderly, vulnerable and nursing staff.
As of 5 January 2021 the infected people in France has reached 2 659 750, 65 415 died and
196 037 have recovered.
Sources:
1. https://www.santepubliquefrance.fr/dossiers/coronavirus-covid-19
2. https://sante.journaldesfemmes.fr/fiches-maladies/2605417-covid-19-francecoronavirus-chiffres-du-jour-nombre-nouveau-cas-morts-bilan-courbe-rentree/
4. GERMANY
As of 08 February 2021, Germany has the 10th most coronavirus confirmed cases
worldwide, as the same two weeks ago. As of the same date the total numbers are: Over 2
million (2,288,545) confirmed cases, 61,775 COVID-19 related deaths with a fatality rate of
2,69% while approximately 2,041,300 people have recovered from their virus infection.
In the past 14 days, there have been 146,880 newly registered virus infections throughout
Germany, around 33% decrease compared to the previous two weeks (with 220,641).
On 18 December, daily reported cases reached the maximum since the start of the
pandemic with 33,777 new cases and furthermore on 14 January a daily record of 1244 deaths.
The cumulative nationwide incidence over the past 7 days was 76.0 cases (while 111.0
two weeks ago) per 100,000 inhabitants. The 7-day incidence of people ≥60 years is currently
60.0 cases/100,000 population (from 87.0 two weeks ago).
On February 08, 3,957 COVID-19 patients were in intensive care (from 4,619 two weeks
ago).
On December 13, Chancellor Angela Merkel announced that most stores in Germany will
shut from December 16, along with schools and day care centers. The new restrictions will be
in effect until at least January 10.
As of January 05 lockdown has been extended for another three weeks. The current
lockdown regulations, including the closure of schools, will now be in place until at least January
31, and new rules have been introduced: i. Hotspot travel ban, ii. Private meeting limit, iii. Double
testing for people arriving from high-risk areas and iv. Extra leave for parents.
As of January 19 lockdown has been extended until February 14 (from Jan 31).
The first doses of the BioNTech-Pfizer coronavirus vaccine arrived in Germany's 16 states
on December 26, a day before the country begins a large-scale immunization program.
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As of February 08, 2,295,221 German citizens, around 2.74% of total population, had been
vaccinated with the 1st dose (see figure 3) and 981,914, around 1.17% of total population, had
been vaccinated with the 2nd dose, which phase began on January 17 (see figure 4).

Figure 1: COVID-19 confirmed cases in Germany (08/02/2021)

Figure 2: COVID-19 deaths in Germany (08/02/2021)

Figure 3: COVID-19 1st Dose Vaccinations in Germany (08/02/2021)

Figure 4: COVID-19 2nd Dose Vaccinations in Germany (08/02/2021)
Sources:
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1.
2.
3.
4.

http://analytics.dkv.global/covid-regional-assessment-infographic-summary.pdf
https://www.deutschland.de/en/news/coronavirus-in-germany-informations
https://www.dkv.global/governments-ranking
https://www.rki.de/DE/Content/InfAZ/N/Neuartiges_Coronavirus/Situationsberichte/2021
-02-08-en.pdf?__blob=publicationFile

5. HUNGARY
The spread of coronavirus infections in Hungary appears to be steady and the number of
daily deaths is also stabilizing, indicating that the epidemic is plateauing.
It is considered all Covid-19 vaccines approved by Hungary’s drug authority would help prevent
hospitalization. The vaccines that have been approved so far are different in terms of how they
work and even in how they have to be administered. However, they have all been shown to be
80-95 percent effective with many of them being close to 100 percent effective in preventing
serious illness and death from Covid-19.
The foreign minister has revealed that Hungary has contracted five million doses of the
coronavirus vaccine produced by Chinese company Sinopharm. Sinopharm will deliver the
vaccine in four phases, over a period of four months. The large quantities ordered would speed
up the inoculation process and “might save thousands of lives”. Lifting the restrictions may also
come sooner with mass inoculation. The vaccine has already been administered to over 300,000
people in Serbia.
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Sources:
1. About Hungary - Leading infectologist: Epidemic is plateauing in Hungary
2. About Hungary - Hungary to buy five million doses of the Sinopharm coronavirus vaccine
6. ISRAEL
The number of infected in the country reached a total of 65900 currently infected cases
of coronavirus and 5171 deaths (low death rate 0,87). Israel remains 27 in the world in this
indicator. The share of the recovered is approximately 99.13 percent of the total number of
infected. Daily new cases on 8 FEB (yesterday) – 7189.

New Cases Trend - 17 DEC 2020/21
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Daily New Death in Izrael - 17 DEC 2020/21
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Israelis began receiving first shots of the vaccine developed by Pfizer on December 19.
Since then, roughly 63 per cent of the population has received at least one shot from the twoshot regimen, according to Bloomberg's COVID vaccine tracker. Nearly 20 per cent of Israelis
have received the full two doses, meaning they're fully vaccinated.
Israel has a universal healthcare system and every citizen has a digital health record.
That has proven to be very attractive for Pfizer, which has signed an agreement with Israel for
anonymised data on vaccine recipients, including age, gender and demographic information.
It's hoped that the real-world data can add to the knowledge on how the vaccine is performing,
and if objectives like herd immunity are achievable. It will also help scientists understand how
new coronavirus variants will perform with the currently available vaccines.
Initial data shows the Pfizer vaccine is performing well, revealing a drop in infection rates
after one shot. The chance of testing positive two weeks after receiving the first injection is 33
per cent lower than the average, unvaccinated person's chance. But it's still early days. The
information is preliminary and not yet peer-reviewed. It's also not a clinical trial and vaccinations
started with older and more vulnerable patients.
And while the vaccine has proven effective at stopping people becoming moderately or
seriously ill from COVID-19, it's still not known if the vaccine stops the transmission of the virus
from the vaccinated to the unvaccinated. However, the South African variant has already
arrived, with the country's Ministry of Health reporting that at least 30 cases have been
detected. The Maccabi Health Fund studied 163,000 Israelis who had received two doses of
the Pfizer coronavirus vaccine, only 31 of them caught COVID-19 after they were fully
vaccinated.
Despite the good news, the country is seeing a rising death rate and more seriously ill
patients. Israel has been under a third lockdown for three weeks. All schools and businesses,
except for essential businesses like supermarkets and pharmacies, are closed, and Israelis
are allowed to travel only a half-mile from their homes. Of the total 4,600 deaths in Israel, more
than 1,000 were in the month of January alone.
Israel has maintained about 6,000 new coronavirus cases per day, reaching one of the
highest infection rates among developing countries. Forty percent of current cases are among
children and teenagers. Israel has recently extended its ban on international flights, in an
attempt to keep the new strains out of the country. That means we don't have a clear picture
yet on how Pfizer's vaccine performs on the new variants.
The lockdown had stopped the increase in new cases, but the British mutation, which is
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being found in about a third of all new cases, is more infectious and more serious.
Sources:
1. https://www.ibtimes.com/israel-returns-lockdown-jewish-new-year-begins-amid-risingcovid-19-cases-3048217
2. https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/israel-to-revert-back-to-full-lockdown-ascoronavirus-cases-climb/ar-BB19aUNA
3. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/COVID-19_pandemic_in_Israel
7. MEXICO
The trend of the new cases in Mexico is going down slightly but the level of the infected
people is at a very high level. The number of daily death cases is going up.
The vaccine pipeline is clogged, hospitals are overflowing, oxygen tanks for the ill are scarce.
Mexico has moved into third place on the global fatality rankings after the Unated States and
Brazil, surpassing India, a country with more than 10 times Mexico’s population.
Life in Mexico city sputters along at a kind of frantic half-pace, subways and buses packed with
mask-wearing people, highways jammed at rush our, but ofifices largely vacant, schools mostly
empty and shops and cafes generally operating on reduced hours. Street vendors, vanguard of
the coyntry’s massive informal economy, struggle to make a living. A sense of gloom and
weariness – mingled with a pervasive fear of getting sick – prevails, alongside profound disquiet
about what the future holds. Meanwhile, restaurant workers and others have taken to the streets
protesting shutdowns as Mexico’s coronavirus-ravaged economy continues to crater absent any
significant stimulus package from the government.
Mexico was the first country in Latin maraca to receive Covid-19 vaccines and started
vaccinating health workers on 22 December. But the pace has slowed to just 4 365 doses a day
and at a current pace it would take a decade to vaccinate all Mexicans.
Mexican health authorities expect more doses of the Pfizer vaccine and 40 000 doses of the
Sputnik V vaccine to start arriving later this month. But these quantities are insufficient fo the
country’s 750 000 frontline healhworkers.
Caina’s CanSino Biologics Inc is informally seeking emergency use authorization in Mexico for
its vaccine.
According to the official data 0.5% of the population has been given one shot and 0.1% are fully
vaccinated.
As of 10 Feb 2021 1,946 mln people has been infected, 168 432 died and 1,511 mln recovered.
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New deaths daily
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Sources:
1. https://www.theguardian.com
2. https://www.latimes.com
8. NORWAY
The Norwegian government will gradually loosen the capital region's coronavirus lockdown,
allowing some shops and recreational activities to reopen.
The outbreak of a more contagious variant of COVID-19, first identified in Britain, had
prompted the introduction of stricter measures on Jan. 23, including the closure of all nonessential stores in and around Oslo for the first time in the pandemic. Infections are going down
continuously in Norway and they now have a better overview over the outbreak and spread. The
situation in the capital region remains uncertain, however, and the easing will therefore be
gradual. Stores that are not in shopping centres will be allowed to reopen, as will restaurants
although alcohol cannot be served. Schools will also see fewer restrictions, allowing for more
classroom teaching and bigger groups of students, although local conditions will apply. A closure
of the Norwegian border for all but essential visits remains in place at least until Feb. 11.The
nation of 5.4 million people has recorded 62,276 COVID-19 cases and 563 deaths so far in the
pandemic, according to the Norwegian Institute of Public Health, making it one of Europe's least
affected countries. The country's reproduction rate, which indicates how many people on
average an infected person transmits the virus to, last stood at 0.6, according to official statistics.
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Sources:
1. Norway to Gradually Ease Capital's COVID-19 Lockdown From February 3 | World News
| US News
9. POLAND
From the beginning of pandemic number of infected people has grown and reached 1 563
523 (+ 74 133 during last two weeks), disease trend rate showing slow decreasing tendency
comparing to previous period. Currently average number of infected is 5 295 (recently 6 024)
people a day during last four weeks, which placed Poland on 8th place in Europe and 18th on
the world.

Now number of new cases is under trendline, however is fluctuating around 5 000 per day.
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Number of active cases trend line is on the same level like previously , and now is close to
205 000 cases.

Number of tests done so far is 9 028 104 / + 558 533 from last report. Reported number of
people cured from coronavirus so far – 1 319 635 / +73 367 from last report. 39 703 (+3 662)
people died so far. 1 773 715 people, mostly from medical personnel and elders over 70 years,
were vaccinated so far and this is 4,69% of entire population, which placed Poland on 5th place
among NATO countries.
National Vaccination Program

Logistic Data
Number of delivered doses
Doses delivered to vaccination points
Doses in reserve medical storage
Utilized doses
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Vaccination
Number of vaccinations done

1 773 715

Vaccinated with first dose

1 291 569

Vaccinated with two doses

482 146

10. PORTUGAL
Portugal has registered 258 deaths related to Covid-19 and 6,916 cases of infection with
the new coronavirus, according to the Directorate-General for Health (DGS) for the last week.
The DGS bulletin also reveals that 6,412 people are hospitalised, 84 fewer than on February 4,
2021, of whom 904 are in intensive care units, 41 more.
According to the data, the number of patients in intensive care is the highest since the beginning
of the pandemic. After a four-day descent, the death toll rose again in the weekend (6-7
February).
Present data also reveals that 11,342 people were reported to have recovered, bringing the
number of recovered to 585,276 since the beginning of the pandemic in Portugal in March 2020.
Since March 2020, Portugal has recorded 13,740 deaths associated with Covid-19 and 755,774
cases of infection by the SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus, with 156,758 cases now active, 4,684 fewer
than on Thursday.
The number of active cases in Portugal also declines in the last few days after reaching a
maximum of 291,811 on 29 January.

German medics from Bundeswehr arrived in Portugal on February 3, 2021 to assist the country's
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overwhelmed medical system.
Portugal has appealed for help amid a devastating third wave of the coronavirus, and the Prime
Minister (Antonio Costa) said the nation's hospitals are under "gigantic pressure."
According to some counts, Portugal has recorded more new infections and deaths relative to its
population than any other country over the past two weeks. Nearly 13,000 people there have
died from Covid-19, with nearly half of those deaths in January alone.
Portugal's hospitals have been unable to keep up with the pandemic, with lines of up to 30
ambulances seen outside some facilities in recent week.
According to the data, Portugal has half the number of hospital beds per inhabitant than
Germany.
Sources:
1. https://www.theportugalnews.com/news/2021-02-05/covid-19-portugal-update-5february/58140
11. RUSSIA
On February 10 Russia confirmed 14,494 COVID-19 cases over the past day and the total
case tally reached 4,012,710, IAW the statement of anti-coronavirus crisis center. Moscow
confirmed 1,441 COVID-19 cases in the past day. Some 1,169 cases were recorded in St.
Petersburg, 456 in the Nizhny Novgorod Region, 362 in the Voronezh Region, 349 in the Rostov
Region and 302 in the Samara Region. For the first time since October 17 the daily case tally
was below 15,000. In relative terms the growth rate in new cases stood at 0.36%. The lowest
growth rates in the past day were registered in the Tuva Republic, the Nenets Autonomous
Region, Khakassia, the Magadan Region (0.1%), the Yamalo-Nenets Autonomous Region, the
Jewish Autonomous Region, the Amur Region, the Altai Republic, Ingushetia and the Chechen
Republic (0.2%).

New Cases Trend 10 FEB 2021
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Russia’s state statistics service reported 162,429 deaths related to COVID-19 in Russia for
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2020, a tally that is much higher than previously reported and amounts to the world’s third
highest death toll from the disease in 2020.
The figure is almost three times higher than the 57,555 deaths attributed to COVID-19 in 2020
by Russia’s coronavirus task force, and confirms comments by a deputy prime minister last year
suggesting the toll was higher than reported.
The data could renew questions about how the COVID-19 death toll is calculated in Russia and
about how effective Russia’s handling of the pandemic has been, despite developing the
Sputnik-V vaccine against the disease. Russian authorities imposed a lockdown during the first
wave of the pandemic last year, but resisted doing so again in September when the daily number
of cases began to rise, saying targeted measures were enough. Global data showed only the
United States and Brazil reported more deaths related to COVID-19 last year than the total
reported in Russia by the Rosstat statistics agency on 08 February 2021. Both have larger
populations than Russia. Rosstat also released full-year data for deaths in 2020 in the country.
According to Reuters calculations, the data showed there were 89,413 excess deaths in
December alone and 301,847 between April and the end of the year. In accordance with
widespread epidemiologist’s opinion, excess deaths are the best way to assess the COVID-19
toll, as counting methods vary between countries. The method entails comparing total deaths
for a given period with the average number of the previous five years. Russia reported more
than 274,000 excess deaths in 2020, including the first three months of the year when excess
deaths figures were negative. By comparison, 400,000 more excess deaths were reported in
the European Union between January and November than between 2016 and 2019, according
to the Eurostat statistics office. The EU has a population of about 450 million.
Sources:
1. https://tass.com/society/1254675
2. https://www.smh.com.au/world/europe/new-figures-suggest-russia-had-third-highestcovid-19-death-toll-in-2020-20210209-p570q4.html
12. SPAIN
The Covid-19 vaccination campaign in Spain is entering the final stages of the process of
immunizing elderly people.
The majority of healthcare workers have also received their first jab – many have also got the
second.
The coronavirus pandemic has pushed Spain’s primary healthcare workers to the breaking
point. When describing their situation, the words they use are “overwhelmed,” “disheartened”
and “exhausted.” In the first wave of the pandemic, primary healthcare workers were the
protective wall against the epidemic. In the second, they were the guards looking out for the
spread of virus on the street and in senior residences. Now, in the third wave, they are leading
the charge, overseeing both the Covid vaccination campaign and assisting patients whose care
has been delayed by the pandemic.
Spain’s primary healthcare system was already under strain before the pandemic hit, but this
has intensified in the last year, leaving it in a state where it is under constant pressure. There is
increasingly more work and with the same amount of resources. And this is taking a toll on both
healthcare professionals, whose mental health is suffering as a result, and on patients, who are
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more likely to fall off the radar, delay getting care and arrive in a worse condition to their
appointment.
Primary healthcare is the entry point to the health system, but the pandemic has created a
bottleneck that cannot easily be relieved. The workload of doctors and nurses has multiplied: as
well as being responsible for detecting and tracking Covid cases, they also see their regular
patients, as well as those who the pandemic may have left behind, make home visits, assist
palliative care patients, coordinate care in the residences of their area and oversee the flu and
coronavirus vaccination campaign. All of this, they warn, with practically the same resources
they had before the pandemic. The pandemic has not created these shortfalls, which are the
result of 10 years of decimating budget cuts, but it has exacerbated them.
However, in the country is arising criticism on the official statistics of the government in an
attempt to take a snapshot of the vaccination process. The system for collecting data on the
health crisis is still deficient. The Health Ministry has not centralized the collection of information
on the vaccination process and just 11 of the country’s 17 autonomous regions have supplied
sufficiently detailed figures.
Meanwhile, the Spanish health ministry announced on 09 Feb 2021 that passengers on flights
and ships arriving in the country from the United Kingdom, Brazil and South Africa will continue
to be subject to restrictions. The aim is to prevent the arrival of more-infectious variants of the
coronavirus that have been detected in those countries.
Current rules state that only Spanish citizens or people with other nationalities who have official
residency in Spain or Andorra can fly or sail into the country from the United Kingdom, Brazil or
South Africa. This restriction will be extended until 02 March 2021. A negative PCR test or similar
carried out within 72 hours prior to arrival is also required.
Sources:
1. https://english.elpais.com/society/2021-02-08/spain-approaches-end-of-phase-1-ofcovid-vaccination-campaign.html
13. USA
Over the past week, there has been an average of 121,677 cases per day, a decrease of
31 percent from the average two weeks earlier and hospitalizations are also falling. New cases
of COVID-19 in the United States fell for a third week in a row, the first time the country has
seen such an extended decline since last September, though more than a million people are
still being infected every week.
Those are real signs of progress, but there is also uncertainty about the months ahead. As of
February 7 morning, more than 26,957,000 people in the United States have been infected with
the coronavirus resulting in more than 455,000 deaths, the most of any country and the tenthhighest per capita. The U.S. has nearly a quarter of the world's cases and a fifth of all deaths.
New coronavirus cases are on the decline in the United States after staggering post-holiday
peaks last month, but experts say it's too early for new COVID-19 vaccines to be having an
influence. The decline in cases is likely a natural drop after record travel followed by indoor
holiday gatherings triggered a surge in infections. COVID-19 symptoms take between two to 14
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days to appear after exposure, and cases peaked exactly two weeks after the Christmas
holidays. During that peak, the U.S. began reporting more than 200,000 new cases a day.
Deaths remain persistently high, with more than 100,000 announced already in 2021.
Worrisome variants from overseas continue to emerge in more states. And case levels, though
falling, remain higher than at any time before Election Day.
Deaths from the virus rose 5% last week to 22,751, or an average of 3,250 people each day.
January was the deadliest month of the pandemic so far in the United States, with nearly 96,000
lives lost. Deaths are a lagging indicator, meaning they can increase weeks after cases and
hospitalizations fall.
Several Western states have reported especially rapid improvement. Reports of new cases have
fallen by at least 40 percent over the last two weeks in Arizona, California, Idaho and Wyoming.
South Texas is defying some of the progress seen in other parts of the country. The three metro
areas with the country’s highest rates of recent cases — Eagle Pass, Laredo and Rio Grande
City — are all situated along Texas’ border with Mexico.
A more contagious variant of the coronavirus first found in Britain is spreading rapidly in the
United States, doubling roughly every 10 days, according to a new study. Last month, the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention warned that B.1.1.7 could become predominant by
March if it behaved the way it did in Britain.
President Joe Biden’s administration on Friday announced that the Pentagon had approved the
deployment of 1,100 active-duty troops to assist with COVID-19 vaccination efforts in the United
States, a number likely to rise in the coming weeks and months.
About 1.3 million people are receiving a vaccine every day in the United States, about 39.3
million people have received at least one dose of a Covid-19 vaccine, including about 8.3 million
people who have been fully vaccinated.
Table 1 - Vaccination in the USA
At least one
shot

U.S. total* 9.1%

Two
shots

Doses
delivered

Shots given

Doses used

2.5%

59,304,600

39,037,964

66%

President Biden pledged to act aggressively to get the coronavirus pandemic under control, and
he used his first two days in office to issue some limited mask mandates. Yet it remains largely
up to state and local officials to determine what restrictions, if any, to impose to slow new
infections.
Many states offer exceptions to broader rules, for example allowing bars to operate if they also
serve food. Nearly all states limit capacity or require social distancing measures for businesses
that are allowed to open.
Coronavirus Restrictions and Mask Mandates for All 50 States
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One year since the first officially reported COVID-19 case, the U.S. is facing skyrocketing case
counts, a relentless death counts and a virus that is mutating. Scientists developed vaccines in
record-time but state and local officials have struggled to get those shots into arms and the
country’s vaccination campaign lags far behind the federal government’s goals.

New Cases Trend
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COVID-19 USA - Deaths Progress
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Sources:
1.
2.
3.
4.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/COVID-19_pandemic_in_the_United_States
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview/index.html
https://www.livescience.com/topics/live/coronavirus-news-live-updates
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa-trends/us-covid-19-deathsdrop-for-first-time-in-four-weeks-idUSKCN2562I7.
5. https://graphics.reuters.com/HEALTH-CORONAVIRUS/USATRENDS/dgkvlgkrkpb/index.html
6. https://www.evaluate.com/covid-19-daily-update
7. https://www.businessinsider.com/us-new-coronavirus-cases-deaths-daily-chart-2020-7
8. https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-us-cases.html
9. https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2020/09/10/covid-19-news-senatecoronavirus-los-angeles-halloween-donald-trump/5761031002/
10. https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2020/10/08/coronavirus-live-updates-newengland-medical-journal-editorial-trump/5921817002/
11. https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2020/09/10/covid-19-news-senatecoronavirus-los-angeles-halloween-donald-trump/5761031002/
12. https://www.wordstream.com/blog/ws/2020/03/23/covid-19-business-trends
13. https://uk.yahoo.com/news/york-city-close-schools-businesses-173929726.html
14. https://ici.radio-canada.ca/info/2020/coronavirus-covid-19-pandemie-cas-carte-maladiesymptomes-propagation/index-en.html
15. https://www.macleans.ca/tag/coronavirus/
16. https://ici.radio-canada.ca/info/2020/coronavirus-covid-19-pandemie-cas-carte-maladiesymptomes-propagation/index-en.html

14. Status of COVID-19 vaccination among NATO countries.
NATO alliance consists currently of 30 countries and has 946 339 047 inhabitants all-together.
Each of member countries has their own vaccination program against COVID-19 pandemic;
however, we can observe some similarities as well as differences among them. Usually
respective population was divided for those with priority of vaccination, like medical personnel,
people over 70 years, teachers and uniformed services. Currently top 5 of NATO counties in
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regards to vaccination program are:

1. United Kingdom – 19,39 %
2. United States – 13,05 %
3. Denmark – 6,03 %
4. Iceland – 5,17 %
5. Lithuania – 4,77 %
The average percentage of NATO countries population, already vaccinated is on the
level of 8,16 %.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
1

NATO Country
Albania
Belgium
Bulgaria
Canada
Croatia
Czech Republic
Denmark
Estonia
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Iceland
Italy
Latvia
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Montenegro1
Netherlands
North Macedonia
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Slovakia
Slovenia

Population
Total Vaccinations
Percentage
2 877 797
1 127
0,04%
11 589 623
440 671
3,80%
6 948 445
62 428
0,90%
37 742 154
1 120 000
2,97%
4 105 267
95 505
2,33%
10 708 981
382 416
3,57%
5 792 202
349 354
6,03%
1 326 535
53 481
4,03%
65 273 511
2 220 000
3,40%
83 783 942
3 370 000
4,02%
10 423 054
437 872
4,20%
9 660 351
401 791
4,16%
341 243
17 657
5,17%
60 461 826
2 700 000
4,47%
1 886 198
32 824
1,74%
2 722 289
129 899
4,77%
625 978
18 139
2,90%
628 066
0,00%
17 134 872
434 417
2,54%
2 083 374
0,00%
5 421 241
220 775
4,07%
37 846 611
1 773 715
4,69%
10 196 709
396 371
3,89%
19 237 691
930 155
4,84%
5 459 642
242 193
4,44%
2 078 938
98 124
4,72%

Montenegro and North Macedonia are not providing data about their vaccination programs
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27
28
29
30

Spain
Turkey
United Kingdom
United States
NATO Totaly
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46 754 778
84 339 067
67 886 011
331 002 651
946 339 047

2 170 000
2 730 000
13 160 000
43 210 000
77 198 336

4,64%
3,24%
19,39%
13,05%
8,16%
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CONCLUSIONS
1. The number of confirmed COVID-19 cases across the planet has surpassed 108
million, more than 2.3 million deaths and almost 25,5 million active cases.
2. Transmission is still widespread in the world even though most countries are
experiencing stable or decreasing case rates. However, absolute numbers remain high, with
increasing case rates among older age groups and increasing death rates in several countries.
3. Around one third of countries are seeing increases in hospital or ICU admissions and/or
occupancy due to COVID-19. This serves as a reminder of the importance of maintaining
public health and physical distancing measures and that these measures should not be
relaxed, even in countries with decreasing trends.
4. Daily cases have now fallen in most European countries, with Spain and France notable
exceptions. The UK and Spain have seen the highest numbers in recent weeks, with Russia
and France not far behind. Lockdown restrictions have been tightened in many of the worstaffected countries.
5. Several coronavirus vaccines have now been approved for use, either by individual
countries or groups of countries, such as the European Union and the World Health
Organization (WHO).
6. Some countries have secured more vaccine doses than their populations need, while
other lower-income countries are relying on a global plan known as COVAX, which is seeking
to ensure everyone in the world has access to a vaccine.
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