Dear participants,

[bookmark: _GoBack]Due to the present COVID-19 situation, the NATO APPROVED Crisis Management and Disaster Response (CMDR) Course will take place within 22-26 MAR 2021 as a hybrid event - residential (face-to-face in the CMDR COE premises) and on-line (through broadcasting the live lessons from the Centre′s virtual studio for the students who are not able to participate physically). 
The course fee of € 200 for the participants, who are not exempt from the payment obligation, should be paid on-line only at:   https://cmdrcoe.org/pay.php?item_id=3792&item_type=courses_reqs – the same link is attached in the letter for approval of your registration. Please, have in mind that only the nationals from the CMDR COE Sponsoring nations – the Hellenic Republic and the Republic of Poland and the CMDR COE Framework Nation - the Republic of Bulgaria are exempt from the course fee payment. 

Information for the residential course participants:
Currently, under the Bulgarian Ministry of Health’s Order № RD-01-74/01.02.2021, each residential course participant should present a document showing a negative result from a polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test for Covid-19 performed up to 72 hours before arriving. 
All requirements and recommendations to observe distance as well as the respective disinfection of the course facilities will be met to ensure the safe conduct of the learning process in the CMDR COE’s premises.
For the face-to-face participants, an Icebreaker is going to be organized in the evening of the first day – 22 MAR 2021, only after having the personal consent of each student. In any case, this issue will be discussed further; however, we will appreciate if you provide us information (via e-mail) on your willingness to take part, in order to facilitate the planning and organization of this event by CMDR COE’s responsible staff.

 For the on-line participants:
The course is going to be conducted using an on-line media for broadcasting the lectures and providing a virtual space for the syndicate works. The on-line media for the course broadcasting will be CISCO’s WebEx platform. It will be a challenge for all participants and academic staff to go through a long (almost 7 hours) on-line sessions concurrently with the residential lessons every day during the course. For that reason, please take into consideration the following rules:
· Before the meetings, please make sure that your PC/Laptop software is up to date and there will be no updates waiting for installation;
· If you are attending the course from home, please inform the other family members to avoid using the internet or minimize their access. If your internet connection is poor, try to disconnect the other devices from the internet;
· Join the current session with your camera off and your microphone muted, and keep them deactivated until the moment you are asked to or want to speak;
· All lectures will be broadcasted through the virtual studio. For the syndicate works, dedicated breakout sessions will be established where every participant will have his/her place in advance. During the syndicate works only the members of the defined team will be able to interact each other and there will be no possibility for moving between the groups;
· The syndicate work back briefs will be conducted in the virtual classroom and all participants will be directed automatically immediately after the breakout sessions are closed; 
· All the course-related materials will be uploaded on the Webex platform as well as on the CMDR COE web platform; 
· You can access the CMDR COE web platform through your individual profiles. Once you load the CMDR COE webpage, choose COI LOGIN tab. On the subpage you will be asked to fill in your user name and password you should have received after registration for the course then click the tab My Events and choose the Crisis Management and Disaster Response Course page. You can download and use all the course materials uploaded  there in accordance with the recommendations. Please, be informed that the classification of the course materials is NATO Unclassified Releasable to Partners.  This information is for official use only. It is not a subject of Public Disclosure (e.g. posted on Internet or mass media release);
· Please, keep in mind that all syndicate tasks will be conducted on-line only.
On the last day of the course (26 MAR 2021 – Friday), you will finish the course by completing a final test based on the course content. It will be a joint teamwork, meaning that all the teams will compete for the first position and the winner will be announced at the end.  
All participants will receive a certificate for successful completion at the end of the last day of the course. Please, be informed that the on-line presence will be monitored closely and in case the attendance of classes is not on a regular basis, the person will receive a certificate for participation only. 




